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HARRY POTTER’S SURVIVAL –
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I. Introduction
Harry Potter has, over the years, been studied from various 
perspectives. The general interpretation of the series as a whole is to 
place it in the English tradition of modern fantasy1. It is true that there 
are plenty of fantastic ‘elements’ in Harry Potter with the appearances of 
such things from fabulous beasts to an enchanted mirror, reflecting what 
Ann Swinfen states regarding fantasy as follows:
Fantasy draws much of its strength from certain “primordial 
desires” for the enrichment of life: the desire to survey vast depths 
of space and time, the desire to behold marvellous creatures, the 
desire to share the speech of the animals, the desire to escape from 
the ancient limitations of man’s primary world condition (7).
However in my view, Harry Potter is not a fantasy work because if 
fantasy is all about desires to be released from an ordinary life, Rowling 
on the contrary makes us the readers (and the protagonist) face the 
cruel reality of life and death. Moreover, Harry Potter was widely 
received beyond the boundaries of a certain English literary tradition. 
This makes me speculate that there is a theme in Rowling’s work which 
fundamentally and universally resonates with us as human beings; it 
concerns questions of ‘who we are’ and ‘where we came from’, just as 
the protagonist Harry himself discovers his origin and identity within the 
story. 
In the Harry Potter series, from the beginning what is repeatedly 
mentioned regarding an orphan called Harry is how much he resembles 
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his mother and moreover his father – he has his mother’s ‘bright-
green eyes’, and his black hair and the way it ‘stuck up at the back’ is 
exactly that of his father’s. Yet why is his resemblance to his parents 
so important? Another big question is why Harry was able to survive 
his repeated encounters with Voldemort and further survived at the end 
whereas Voldemort disappeared forever. These two mysteries seem to be 
linked to one another. And I believe that it is explained by what Charles 
Darwin calls natural selection. This is inferred from the fact that Harry is 
a wizard. 
People called witches and wizards in Harry Potter, who differ from 
‘non-magic folk’ known as Muggles, are said to have an ancient origin. 
They have suffered persecution from Muggles in the past, but managed to 
survive to this day by cohabiting with Muggles. Yet being the minority of 
the species in the Muggle world, they hide their identities and are being 
extremely careful so that their magic is not seen. In addition, they are 
living in fear of the presence of a Dark wizard called Voldemort, who 
threatens the lives of their own species. In short, witches and wizards are 
people who struggle for existence. The idea that all organic beings are 
struggling for life is natural selection. And it applies to the magic people 
in Harry Potter, who live in constant awareness of their own survival. 
In this study, I will observe how the survival tale of Harry Potter 
stands on a biological and anthropological basis by using Darwin’s The 
Origin of Species (1859) and The Descent of Man (1871). By doing so, 
I aim to demonstrate that not only does it make the character of Harry 
realistic and human but also makes Harry’s life our very own. 
II. Natural Selection  
There is an emphasis on blood throughout Harry Potter. It is 
because a special ability called magic exists as a potential within the 
blood of witches and wizards. Although it is usually passed down from 
generation to generation, magic can for some reason or other appear 
occasionally among children with Muggle parents. That is to say, magic 
is a phenomenon called ‘variation’. Darwin states:
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Owing to this struggle for life, any variation, however slight and 
from whatever cause proceeding, if it be in any degree profitable 
to an individual of any species, in its infinitely complex relations 
to other organic beings and to external nature, will tend to the 
preservation of that individual, and will generally be inherited by 
its offspring. The offspring, also, will thus have a better chance of 
surviving, for, of the many individuals of any species which are 
periodically born, but a small number can survive. I have called this 
principle, by which each slight variation, if useful, is preserved, by 
the term of Natural Selection (The Origin of Species 49). 
Children who get invited to enter Hogwarts due to their gift for magic are 
the selected few. Magic is indeed ‘useful’ and is worth being ‘preserved’ 
within the species as it gives them ‘a better chance of surviving’. 
The reason why it is frequently mentioned how superior witches 
and wizards are to Muggles in Harry Potter is then because magic 
enables them to have a greater survival chance than Muggles. Wizarding 
people certainly know various ways to avoid death which Muggles do 
not know; for example, how to foresee danger and protect themselves 
from it, or how to find antidotes and brew magic potions. This is evident 
in the fact that students, once at school, learn subjects such as Herbology 
and Potions as well as Transfiguration and Defence against the Dark 
Arts. Although witches and wizards look no different from Muggles in 
appearance, it is suggested that some of them even live much longer than 
Muggles. For instance, a wizard and an alchemist, Nicolas Flamel, is said 
to be six hundred and sixty five years old (the Philosopher’s Stone 161).
Harry himself can be said to be endowed with remarkable vitality 
and he had shown it already while at the Dursleys. His gift for magic 
was apparent in the unbelievable growing speed of his hair as well as his 
instinct to detect when his cousin Dudley was about to throw a tantrum 
and would then quickly run away. The reason why Harry was born to 
be a wizard was because both of his parents had magic. As Hagrid told 
Harry who could not easily believe his identity as a wizard, ‘With a mum 
an’ dad like yours, what else would yeh be?’ (PS 42), there was no reason 
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why their son would not inherit their talent because in Darwin’s words, 
variations are inherited. 
Having magic does not make Harry any different from other 
witches and wizards if better than Muggles, however. What makes him 
special is the fact that he has survived fiercer struggles for life than 
anyone else. For one thing, Harry lived under the roof of a particularly 
horrible Muggle family called the Dursleys, being confined in the dark 
‘cupboard under the stairs’, abused by Dudley, and was constantly being 
starved. Nevertheless, he has somehow survived for ten years if being 
‘small and skinny for his age’ (PS 20). That is to say, this makes Harry 
a survivor of note. Furthermore, he had already survived Voldemort’s 
killing curse at the mere age of one, to come to be known as the ‘Boy 
Who Lived’ in the magic world. 
Having survived what no one before him ever had, Harry is 
marked as the ‘Chosen One’ by Voldemort as evidenced by the scar on 
his forehead. Thereafter, Voldemort relentlessly attempts to kill Harry. 
The fact that Harry’s life is threatened by Voldemort reflects Darwin’s 
statement that ‘all organic beings are exposed to severe competition’ 
(Origin 49). While natural selection is, in a word, competition whether 
among individuals, varieties or species, leading to the survival of the 
more viable variants, the competition is said to be ‘most severe, . . . , 
between the forms which are most like each other in all respects’ (Origin 
242). The similarities between Harry and Voldemort from appearances 
to upbringing are emphasized throughout. The fact that they are alike and 
their powers match means that Harry is destined to struggle further and 
improve himself physically and mentally because that is what natural 
selection works for, namely, ‘the improvement of each organic being’ 
(Origin 66). 
As a matter of fact, Harry suffered a mental weakness due to his 
connection with Voldemort. It is depicted in Book Three, where he, 
for instance, repeatedly fainted while no one else did, being affected 
by Dementors who sucked ‘happiness’ out of people and reduced them 
only to ‘the worst experiences’ of their lives (140). The reason why only 
Harry lost his consciousness whenever Dementors approached him was 
because he, unlike anyone else, had such a traumatic experience of his 
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parents’ murder. According to Darwin, ‘the vigorous, the healthy, and 
the happy survive and multiply’ (Origin 62). While struggling to find 
a happy memory powerful enough to ward off Dementors, Harry still 
defiantly overcame his weakness by conjuring up a Patronus, to make 
it play a role of a protector against Dementors. Patronus Charm became 
Harry’s significant defence skill against evil thereafter. In other words, 
Voldemort’s existence spurs Harry on to improve himself.
As for his physical improvement, Voldemort must have given Harry 
the power to resist him in the likeness of a vaccine. Harry has always 
suffered a terrible pain in the area of the scar, which worsened unbearably 
as Voldemort’s power increased. He nevertheless endured it without 
succumbing to death. According to Roy Porter, ‘Survivors of epidemics 
acquire some antibody protection; and in the long run the survival of the 
fittest means that immune systems grow more sophisticated, enabling 
humans to co-exist with their micro-organic foes’ (6-7). Harry’s life was 
safe as long as he was at the Dursleys where his mother’s blood dwelled 
in her sister because his mother’s magic protected him from Voldemort 
there. Porter says, ‘Immunities passed via the placenta or mother’s 
milk provide infants with some defence, and genetic shields have been 
developed’ (7). The reason why Harry survived Voldemort’s deadly 
power yearly must be because he had been protected not only by the 
power of his mother’s magic, that is, natural immunity in a child given by 
his mother, but also by his gradually developed antibody against disease. 
Dumbledore told Harry, ‘ . . . Voldemort singled you out as the 
person who would be most dangerous to him – and in doing so, he made 
you the person who would be most dangerous to him!’ (the Half-Blood 
Prince 476). Struggling against Voldemort is Harry’s destiny as a great 
wizard. And what Harry achieves in the end, to finish off Voldemort for 
good, is something which no one ever could do, even his parents. Harry 
becomes a greater wizard than anyone in preceding generations. That is 
the work of natural selection and explains how man has evolved to what 
he is today. 
Darwin writes:
More individuals are born than can possibly survive. A grain in the 
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balance will determine which individual shall live and which shall 
die – which variety or species shall increase in number, and which 
shall decrease, or finally become extinct (Origin 352).
This is what Harry’s survival over Voldemort depicts in Harry Potter; 
the survival of the fittest. The fight between Harry and Voldemort in the 
process also demonstrates Darwin’s other statement that nature favours 
‘the good’ while ‘rejecting the bad’ (Origin 353). In short, Harry survives 
as man and as hero over the non-human and evil Voldemort. Let us 
examine in detail then how, through natural selection, Harry manages to 
live while Voldemort perishes. 
III. Harry and Voldemort as Man and Monster
It was not just a good amount of gold in Gringotts Bank that his 
late parents had left for Harry so that he could live sufficiently after 
their deaths. Harry inherited some good qualities from his parents. It 
demonstrates what makes Harry a man distinctively from the lower 
animals. For, ‘ . . . some of the most distinctive characters of man have 
in all probability been acquired, either directly, or more commonly 
indirectly, through natural selection’ (The Descent of Man 80). According 
to Darwin:
. . . sympathy, fidelity, and courage. Such social qualities, the 
paramount importance of which to the lower animals is disputed 
by no one, were no doubt acquired by the progenitors of man in 
a similar manner, namely, through natural selection, aided by 
inherited habit (Descent 155).
Harry’s parents were endowed with these qualities and they are all 
recognizable in Harry in the same manner. 
For instance, Harry’s mother was a sympathetic person as he 
witnessed in Pensieve in Book Five, namely, how she stood up for bullied 
Snape in her schooldays. Harry himself always stood on the side of the 
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weak such as Neville and a house-elf Dobby, both of whom tended to be 
targets of bullying from Draco and the Malfoys respectively. In terms of 
fidelity, he was always loyal to his Gryffindor house as his motivation 
for winning in Quidditch and further winning the House Cup was for the 
sake of his house and not for his own fame. He also consistently showed 
his loyalty to his best friend, Ron. Harry must have inherited such loyalty 
towards friends from his father because James was a person who valued 
friendship most, as Harry discovered in Book Three. Most importantly, 
Harry has the same courage as both of his parents. His lack of fear was 
first and foremost apparent in his ability to say Voldemort’s name. While 
most witches and wizards cannot do so out of fear, hence they call him 
You-Know-Who by avoiding the direct reference, Harry is the only 
wizard who can say his name apart from Dumbledore. 
Darwin refers to ‘sympathy, fidelity, and courage’ as ‘social 
qualities’, which developed particularly among social animals. He states, 
‘With strictly social animals, natural selection sometimes acts on the 
individual, through the preservation of variations which are beneficial 
to the community’ (Descent 83). Harry’s actions indeed naturally led to 
his saving of the wizarding world as well as his own life. For instance, 
in Book One, he tried to encourage Neville, who had been bullied by 
Draco, by giving him a Chocolate Frog. That led to Harry’s recalling the 
name of Nicolas Flamel and led to his acquisition of the Philosopher’s 
Stone and the prevention of Voldemort’s return. In Book Two, without 
Harry’s loyalty to Gryffindor, he could not draw the sword of Godric 
Gryffindor out of the Sorting Hat and slay the Basilisk with it nor save the 
entire magic world from the return of Voldemort again. In Book Seven, 
remaining loyal to Dumbledore amidst doubts and suspicions resulted 
in his defeat of Voldemort. And, this certainly could never have been 
realized without his exceptional courage.
While the possession of these social instincts makes Harry a man, 
Voldemort lacks them, which indicates that such a creature could not 
have survived in natural selection nor have evolved into man. Voldemort 
was never a social being in the first place, always preferring to act 
alone. He deceived a number of people hiding his true identity under the 
mask of his good looks, which he happened to have inherited from his 
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Muggle father. That is, he has no fidelity. His cruel treatment of others 
to the extent of killing them mercilessly indicates his complete lack of 
sympathy. And he has his greatest fear, fear of death. In other words, he 
has no courage at all. Darwin says, ‘A man who possessed no trace of 
such instincts would be an unnatural monster’ (Descent 136). Voldmort’s 
monstrosity was clear in his affinity with a cold-blooded snake preferring 
its company instead of that of humans, in addition to his snake-like 
appearance with ‘glaring red eyes and slits for nostrils’ (PS 212).
Another indication of Voldemort’s inhumanity is that he feels 
no remorse. Darwin states that feeling ‘remorse, repentance, regret, 
or shame’ is what differentiates man from the lower animals (Descent 
138). It is because ‘Man, from the activity of his mental faculties, cannot 
avoid reflection: past impressions and images are incessantly and clearly 
passing through his mind’ (Descent 136). His lack of remorse must be 
what Voldemort inherited from his maternal family, the Gaunts. His uncle 
Morfin showed no repentance for attacking the Muggles. The following 
description suggests that Morfin is more akin to what Darwin calls a 
savage than modern man:
Then there was a rustle and a crack and a man in rags dropped from 
the nearest trees, landing on his feet. . . . The man . . . had thick hair 
so matted with dirt it could have been any colour (HP 191).
In addition, Morfin does not speak human language but a snakelike 
language called Parseltongue. 
In the case of Voldemort’s grandfather Marvolo, he exhibits even 
more ape-like features:
This man was shorter than the first, and oddly proportioned; his 
shoulders were very broad and his arms overlong, which, with his 
bright brown eyes, short scrubby hair and wrinkled face, gave him 
the look of a powerful, aged monkey (HP 192).
In short, they give out a sense as if they are creatures who ceased 
evolving. The name ‘Morfin’ may well be an allusion to the word ‘morph’, 
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indicating a change into a being different from man.  
Within the magic world there are some ‘varieties’ such as pure-
blood, half-blood and Muggle-born. Wizarding people have managed to 
survive by marrying Muggles as explained by Ron, ‘Most wizards these 
days are half-blood anyway. If we hadn’t married Muggles we’d’ve died 
out’ (the Chamber of Secrets 89). The number of pure-blood is getting 
fewer and it means that the pure-blood family is becoming a rarity. 
Darwin states, ‘Rarity, as geology tells us, is the precursor to extinction’ 
because ‘as each selected and favoured form increases in number, so 
will the less favoured forms decrease and become rare’ (Origin 85). The 
Gaunts were the last living descendants of Salazar Slytherin who started 
pure-blood worship. Voldemort’s bloodline had already been unstable 
as a result of having repeated intermarriages. That is, it was bound to 
die out. Voldemort’s mother Merope died soon after giving birth to him. 
Neither her brother Morfin nor her father Marvolo survived for long. All 
of the Gaunts met with but had an early death. The maladapted Gaunts 
who had persisted in preserving blood purity had no way of surviving.
As Darwin states that natural selection is for the ‘preservation of 
favourable variations and the rejection of injurious variations’ (Origin 
176), and ‘Natural Selection almost inevitably causes much Extinction 
of the less improved forms of life, and induces what I have called 
Divergence of Character’ (Origin 163), and so, Harry who is beneficial to 
the species is then to be ‘preserved’ whereas Voldemort who is harmful 
to the wizarding world by trying to prevent their species from increasing 
its number must naturally be eliminated. His natural end brought by his 
own hand suggests that his death was the result of natural selection:
. . . Voldemort fell backwards, arms splayed, the slit pupils of 
the scarlet eyes rolling upwards. Tom Riddle hit the floor with a 
mundane finality, his body feeble and shrunken, the white hands 
empty, the snake-like face vacant and unknowing. Voldemort was 
dead, killed by his own rebounding curse, . . . . (DH 596). 
Even though his death was instantaneous and inevitable, the six 
parts of his soul, the Horcruxes, still remained for Harry to destroy 
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because Voldemort furthermore embodied evil. Next I will relate how 
Harry overcomes the evil embodied in the Horcruxes and survives as the 
fittest man.
IV. Harry and Voldemort as Good and Evil
If nature works the wonder of natural selection, it also brings about 
suffering to man. That is, evil. There are all forms of evil – infectious 
diseases such as plague and mental illness as well as natural disasters 
from drought and famine to fire and flood. They are all depicted through 
Harry Potter in connection with Voldemort. On the other hand, there is 
evil such as bad ideas which breed within people’s minds and cause man-
made disasters from racial discrimination and slavery to war and discord2. 
This is embodied by Voldemort and his Horcruxes. 
Evil with unknown causes was more often than not manifested 
in the form of terrifying creatures from dragons to monsters in tales of 
ancient times. A good individual who ridded the world of evil and saved 
people became a legendary hero in mythologies whether it is Oedipus 
or Perseus. Not surprisingly, therefore, the image of these heroes is 
recognizable in Harry throughout Harry Potter as is exemplified in Book 
Two, where Harry, bearing a striking resemblance to Perseus, slays the 
Basilisk controlled by Voldemort. However, Harry faces the last Horcrux, 
Voldemort himself, without using a sword nor a wand. What he used 
against his enemy as his weapon instead was the power of a survivor, that 
is, his strong desire to defeat evil by his own hand.
Dumbledore had asked Harry:
 ‘ . . . If Voldemort had never murdered your father, would he have 
imparted in you a furious desire for revenge? Of course not! If he 
had not forced your mother to die for you, would he have given you 
a magical protection he could not penetrate? Of course not, Harry! 
Don’t you see? Voldemort himself created his worst enemy, just as 
tyrants everywhere do! . . . he not only handpicked the man most 
likely to finish him, he handed him uniquely deadly weapons!’ (HP 
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476-477).
It was Voldemort’s fatal mistake to have handed Harry ‘uniquely deadly 
weapons’ because Harry turned his anger against him. Harry realized 
as Dumbledore had said, that ‘It was important, . . . , to fight, and fight 
again, and keep fighting, for only then could evil be kept at bay, though 
never quite eradicated …’ (HP 601). Man-made disasters are controllable 
if natural disasters are not. What Harry can do then is to control the evil 
by using his anger for the better. 
Things culminate in Book Seven where every kind of evil gathers 
and brings suffering to people even in the Muggle world. For instance, 
Voldemort sends out Death Eaters and Dementors and makes them wreak 
havoc in the guise of freak accidents to unknowing Muggles. He further 
attempts to control the world by spreading the ideology of Muggle-
born discrimination. Darwin clearly states that ‘ . . . there is no essential 
distinction between species and varieties’ (Origin 209). Whether Muggles 
or Muggle-borns, there is no difference, and people on Harry’s side fight 
against the evil according to this simple truth. It is reflected in Kingsley’s 
word, ‘We’re all human, aren’t we? Every human life is worth the same, 
and worth saving’ (DH 357). This is where Harry rises as good to stop the 
evil because he has ‘conscience’ which, according to Darwin, man alone 
is endowed with (Descent 101). 
While escaping, Harry could not bear to see innocent people 
suffering and killed because of him and that drove him to take action. As 
stated by Darwin:
It (conscience) is the most noble of all the attributes of man, 
leading him without a moment’s hesitation to risk his life for that 
of a fellow-creature; or after due deliberation, impelled simply by 
the deep feeling of right or duty, to sacrifice it in some great cause 
(Descent 120).
This is exactly what Harry does for the world - sacrifice his own life. 
Because a fragment of Voldemort’s soul was alive inside Harry in the 
form of a Horcrux, Harry himself had to die in order to bring about 
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Voldemort’s complete demise.
When he was hit by Voldemort’s curse for the last time, Harry did 
not die. It was because only Voldemort’s Horcrux-turned soul which had 
latched onto Harry was destroyed then. After Voldemort’s fragment was 
blasted, Harry noticed himself utterly intact and scarless on his regaining 
consciousness. The mentally and physically fitter Harry had survived. 
By surviving a third time, Harry became invincible. Once again, Harry 
defeated Voldemort when his powerful Elder Wand flew into Harry’s 
hand, which finished him for good depriving him of his power. As the 
new master of the most powerful Wand in the world, Harry prevented it 
from falling into wrong hands in the future. As a man as well as a hero, 
he thus ridded the world of the evil by controlling it.
Although Harry and Voldemort’s power was equal and their 
competition was fierce, Harry had a certain human quality which led to 
his decisive survival. It was a quality that Voldemort lacked called ‘love’. 
Next I will relate Harry’s survival in terms of sexual selection. 
V. Sexual Selection 
According to Dumbledore, Harry’s ‘ability to love’ was his 
‘power that Voldemort has never had’ (HP 476). It was in Book Six 
that Harry experienced love for the first time. The way he gained Ginny 
is what Darwin calls sexual selection, ‘a struggle between the males 
for possession of the females’ (Origin 69). Sexual selection works for 
securing the number of offspring. As Darwin also says, ‘Sexual selection 
is, therefore, less rigorous than natural selection’ (Origin 69), it is an 
integral part of natural selection necessary for the survival of the species. 
That is why his ability to love was essential for Harry as he actually chose 
his future partner here, with whom he would procreate his descendants 
and which consequently contributes to the survival of the magic world. 
Let us observe in detail then how sexual selection is actually being 
integrated in natural selection in the case of Harry.
Harry felt jealous towards Ginny’s boyfriend Dean and experienced 
sleepless nights. He realized that he had to compete with other boys in 
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order to get her because Ginny was such a popular girl. Darwin explains:
The half-human male progenitors of man, and men in a savage 
state, have struggled together during many generations for the 
possession of the females. But mere bodily strength and size would 
do little for victory, unless associated with courage, perseverance, 
and determined energy (Descent 630).
Harry won Ginny by taking the instinctive action of kissing her in front of 
the whole house. This can be called a courageous act of his. The fact that 
he had waited for Ginny until she split from Dean must be taken as proof 
of his perseverance. His determined energy may well be demonstrated in 
the fact that he did not simply give her up and remain hopeful. 
However, the place where Harry has always and best exhibited 
his perseverance, determination and great courage all together is in 
Quidditch, which Ginny knew well, having watched him play it all the 
time. Harry became the youngest Seeker in centuries. The Seeker’s job 
cannot be accomplished without bravery since it is the most dangerous 
position and Harry nearly died during the match more than once. Darwin 
states that ‘individual males have had, in successive generations, some 
slight advantage over other males, in their weapons, means of defence, or 
charms; and have transmitted these advantages to their male offspring’ 
(Origin 70). If ‘some slight advantage over other males’ is passed on 
to the male offspring through the male parent then, Harry’s Quidditch 
talent must have given him an advantage over other male rivals regarding 
Ginny because there was simply no better player than Harry. And his 
Quidditch skill was what he inherited from James, who was an excellent 
player himself. Despite the fact that he had never even held a broom until 
then, Harry knew instinctively how to fly. He was a natural.
Alongside his sudden change of feelings and behaviour towards 
Ginny, what is noticeable about Harry in Book Six is an uncharacteristic 
stubbornness. He refused to admit his suddenly excelled Potions skill 
to Snape and dismissed Hermione’s warning against using the spells of 
Half-Blood Prince. This is explicable also by sexual selection. For, ‘Man 
is the rival of other men; he delights in competition, and this leads to 
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ambition which passes too easily into selfishness. These latter qualities 
seem to be his natural and unfortunate birthright’ (Descent 629). Yet as 
Darwin also puts, ‘Sexual selection will also be largely dominated by 
natural selection tending towards the general welfare of the species’ (277), 
meaning that Harry’s selfishness turned out to be important for his saving 
the world. Without his excellence in Potions even though it was obtained 
by dishonest means, Harry could not have ‘liquid luck’ called Felix 
Felicis, nor further Slughorn’s crucial memory regarding Horcruxes by 
using it, which held the secret of how to destroy Voldemort. 
What is necessary and common to sexual and natural selection is 
courage. Dumbledore had left in his will the Golden Snitch to Harry. 
He recalled all the dead, his parents foremost, who in the past died 
courageously against Voldemort by using the Resurrection Stone he 
found inside the Snitch. By doing so, he gathered his courage when 
he actually came to the moment of sacrificing himself in order to save 
the world. Harry then simply offered himself without brandishing any 
weapon. That is, he let nature take its course. What followed afterward 
was Harry’s miraculous survival following the disappearance of the 
Horcrux inside him. It was ‘with the unnerving skill of the Seeker’ (DH 
596) that Harry then caught the Elder Wand from Voldemort’s hand. 
His Quidditch talent serves not only the purpose of sexual conquest, but 
natural selection as well. 
Although I have observed how Harry’s survival follows the law of 
natural selection so far, what is clear by now is the fact that Harry’s life 
is very much our own. In fact, there is no distinction between Muggles 
and magic people, and the two worlds are merged into one in Book 
Seven. Harry Potter is simply a man, but a man who achieved something 
extraordinary. Hence his life story is remembered and retold by everyone 
in the magic world. When Harry had first made Voldemort disappear 
from the world ten years previously, the celebration by witches and 
wizards did not go unnoticed even by a Muggle like Vernon Dursley. 
After all, Voldemort is a great threat to all Muggles alike. It is natural 
then that Harry’s fame spread even to the Muggle world. People had 
already talked about Harry’s feat after his first survival and all the 
children in the magic world had grown up hearing his name. It is likely to 
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be talked about further in the future now that Harry survived for the third 
time. Harry Potter then is a ‘story’ to be told. 
In this respect, Harry’s story reminds us of the tale of another 
man who miraculously survived and whose fame was legendary. He is 
the resourceful Odysseus who returned home after a turbulent journey 
showing a greater will to live than anyone else. Odysseus’s life also 
follows natural selection since he was a paragon of masculinity and a 
survivor. He was a hero who braved evil whether in the form of bad 
weather, ill luck, monsters or the Suitors. I would like then finally to 
examine how Harry Potter emulates the Odyssey as a story.
VI. Harry Potter as Odysseus
There is a similarity with Odysseus recognizable in Harry 
particularly in the beginning and at the end of Harry Potter. If Odysseus 
whom everyone thought dead started his troublesome journey home 
aided by the goddess Athene, it was under the protection of the Head of 
his house, McGonagall, that Harry whose existence had been completely 
invisible to the outside world until then, started a life as a wizard full of 
life-threatening adventures. McGonagall’s first name is Minerva, that of 
the Roman goddess and is equivalent to Athene in Greek mythology. Her 
relationship with Harry resembles that between Athene and Odysseus. 
Athene helped her favourite mortal by transfiguring him with a touch 
of her magic wand. McGonagall is a Transfiguration teacher and it may 
well be said that she transformed Harry into a Quidditch hero by spotting 
his talent and showing her rare favouritism to allow him to fly in his first 
year.
Like Odysseus who reached Ithaca in disguise, Harry returned to 
the battle field in feigned death in Book Seven. The final battle between 
the Death Eaters and the Hogwartians which took place in the Great Hall 
recalls that of Odysseus against the Suitors, invaders who had occupied 
Ithaca and exploited its people and property. Ginny who was fighting 
against the enemy at Hogwarts believing in Harry’s return is the very 
image of Odysseus’s faithful wife, Penelope. If Odysseus regained the 
217294_Tsuda Review_no58-4校.indb   127 2013/12/09   17:40:52
Akiko Sato128
peace of his kingdom by using his unparalleled bowing skill at the end, 
what Harry recovered from Voldemort with his Quidditch skill was 
also the magic world’s natural order. And it was a peace that would last 
forever. 
Eternal peace seldom occurs, hence it is made to coincide with 
a rare occurrence in the natural world in the Odyssey. According to 
Robin Heath, ‘After 19 years, and within two hours of exactitude, the 
Sun and Moon return to the same places in the sky on the same date’ 
(38). It was nineteen years later that Odysseus who had departed for 
the Trojan War returned to Ithaca. If eternal happiness is brought to 
the Odyssey in accordance with this rare natural phenomenon, Harry 
Potter’s epilogue likewise depicts ‘nineteen years later’, where not only 
is Harry’s bloodline thriving but also the magic world is prospering. 
This is indicated in the fact that what Harry inherited from his parents is 
unchangingly passed down to his children. 
The green eyes of his mother are recognizable in one of his sons, 
Albus Severus. His father’s image is similarly admitted in another son, 
James. The Invisibility Cloak which Harry has used all the time in order 
to avoid danger and survive by inheriting from his ancestor will also be 
handed down to his own children and become useful for the survival of 
the Potters. And pure-blood Ron and Muggle-born Hermione are married 
with children, who all started to go to Hogwarts alongside each other. 
Harry’s scar has not pained, either. In other words, evil is under control.
VII. Conclusion
The reason why Harry Potter is full of humanity despite the fact 
that he is a literary character is because his survival follows the course 
of natural selection. Although we are usually not conscious that our life 
is the work of natural selection, much as Muggles do not realize the 
existence of the magic world, the fact that this law of nature is embedded 
in the story of Harry should make us readers sense an affinity of our own 
life to Harry’s survival tale even though we may not be aware of it. Harry 
is a hero above all. Just as Odysseus is a figure who lives in people’s 
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memory as his story is passed down in the Odyssey, Harry is known to 
everyone as a legend in Harry Potter. To the extent that we recognize 
ourselves in him, Harry Potter serves as a reminder of how the human 
race evolved heroically by natural selection. For me, this is one of the 
compelling reasons for the universal appeal of his story.
Notes
1
 For instance, William Gray calls modern fantasy of English children’s 
literature the ‘Romantic tradition’ (1) and attempts to place Harry Potter in this 
tradition alongside the works by George MacDonald, J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis 
and Phillip Pullman. Other notable critics such as Colin Manlove also read Harry 
Potter as fantasy. According to Lisa Hopkins, however, Rowling herself claimed 
that her books were not fantasy and that she did not even like fantasy genre (33).
2
 Adrian Desmond and James Moore note that The Descent of Man 
‘originated in Darwin’s worries about slavery and ended in an explanation 
of racial divergence’ and that ‘Much of Darwin’s core work on the evolution 
of the human races was fired by his revulsion at slavery’ (xiii). It may not be 
a coincidence that Rowling also deals with slavery and racism as evil in her 
work. In Harry Potter, blood discrimination against Muggle-borns spread by 
Voldemort addresses racial discrimination. The existence of house-elves who are 
enslaved to masters is found significant, appearing more than once and connoting 
slavery. The use of house-elves is called ‘slave labour’ and is condemned by 
Hermione (the Goblet of Fire 162) and the welfare of elves is further seriously 
considered by her (GF 198). Furthermore, the cruel treatment of a particular 
house-elf called Kreacher (an allusion to ‘creature’) by wizarding people, 
turned the elf against them (OP 733, 755), but Harry’s sympathetic and humane 
treatment of him dramatically transformed Kreacher in the final book. And, this 
may also be Rowling’s way of expressing her concerns about racism and slavery. 
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